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REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
Sir: 

In response to the pending Office Action, mailed December 8, 2006 (Paper No. 
20061206), reconsideration is requested in view of the remarks set forth below. 

A three-month extension is requested for this response. 

Claims 1-7 and 9-46 are pending in this application. 

Claims 1-7, 9-16, 32-35, 39, 42 and 44 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Sitka et al. (US. Patent No. 6,439,373) in view of Cooke, Jr., et 
al. (U.S. Patent 6,574,629) and further in view of DeClute et al. (U.S. Patent No. 
5,053,948). In related rejections, claims 36-38 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Sitka et al. (US. Patent No. 6,439,373) in view of Cooke, Jr., et 
al. (U.S. Patent 6,574,629) and further in view of DeClute et al. (U.S. Patent No. 
5,053,948) and further in view of Sacilotto, Jr. et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,763,523); claims 
17-26, 28, 29, 31, 40 and 45 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Sitka et al. (US. Patent No. 6,439,373) in view of DeClute et al. (U.S. Patent No. 



Application No.: 09/920,973 

Amendment dated: June 8, 2007 

Reply to Office Action of December 8, 2006 

Attorney Docket No.: HEART-OOOIXX (0102.1204US1) 

5,053,948) and further in view of Sacilotto, Jr. et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,763,523); claims 
27 and 30 were rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sitka et al. 
(US. Patent No. 6,439,373) in view of DeCIute et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,053,948) and 
further in view of Sacilotto, Jr. et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,763,523) and further in view of 
Cooke, Jr., et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,574,629); claim 41 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Sitka et al. (US. Patent No. 6,439,373) in view of 
DeClute et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,053,948) and Sacilotto, Jr. et al. (U.S. Patent No. 
6,763,523) and further in view of Blickenstaff, et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,537,585); and 
Claim 43 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sitka et al. 
(US. Patent No. 6,439,373) in view of Cooke, Jr., etal. (U.S. Patent No. 6,574,629) and 
further in view of DeClute et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,053,948) and further in view of 
Blickenstaff, etal. (U.S. Patent No. 5,537,585). 

These rejections are respectfully traversed for the following reasons. 

The central dispute concerning the patentability of the pending claims concerns 
the relationship between the teachings of the cited Sitka Patent the following feature from 
claim 1, for example: 

"a database file on said one of said [archival] storage media [e.g. 
DVD disk claim 2], wherein the database file recorded on the 
storage media contains information describing clinical 
procedures of the patient medical data stored on the storage 
media". 

The pending Office Action argues that the Sitka Patent meets or suggests this 
claimed feature because: 
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It is respectfully asserted that the Sitka Patent does not teach storage of a database 
file on the archival storage medium, i.e., optical disk, as claimed. Instead, the Sitka 
Patent teaches to store that the database on the archival server, not the archival medium 
or disk. 

In more detail, the Sitka Patent certainly teaches to store groups of images from a 
single customer on a single archival optical disk. For example, from column 4 of the 
Sitka Patent: 

device W% atid " long- term'' storage device 190 by grouping 
customer images aod iofofmiatbe into a ciistomer image- 
groMp and iiiaiotainiag the image grou:p on a single storage 
40 medium sech as a single diskette, optical disk, or tape. As 

However, the teachings of the Sitka Patent diverge on the subject of where the 
database describing the images on the disk is stored. Specifically, Sitka teaches that the 
database should be stored on the archival server. For example, also from column 4 of the 
Sitka Patent: 

Studies. Archive sen-er manages a database (not sliown) 
in order to maintain, information about ei\ch image group 
iociudiog a location of each image. The present iiivcntioo 
also contcmpiaies a two-tier storage hierarchy having short - 
50 term storage- device 17(1 and long-teroi storage device 

In a similar vein, when images are accessed from long-term disk storage, a 
database, not on those disks is accessed. For example, from column 6 of the Sitka 
Patent: 

RviVmtig to MCi. 5, admunstratiiui nioduk 2IM^ begins 
execution ot the image group leineval suhrouiifie al ste|^ 
5 5<Kt isntnediats.!) proceeds to sLep aisd accesH.^ d.tta- 
base 215 to redd the location of the cyMomer"s image eronp 
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Wtm slnr;iiit tkvKt 1711 and exits via step 5fiO. if ihc tc^i 
IdiK iidiMiuistialioa module 200 piootcds tn step 540 ihkI 
tv^l whtlhtr tliL <-'iisiomcr'v image ^ntnp is ktcaud on a 
iuiiu-lciiii :stoiagc miLdiUnj iuc;UcJ VMlLiui luog-icmi SslLUUi;'^ 
JiVR^' IW irUif Ust Ksali^Jk"d, adniiusstralion snndnk21NI 
iuiiips n> step 560 and hiom^s tlic tnirti^c urnup frnm IIk 
ioui^-icim sioKiuc mcJuuii WilLiiii the loiig-icim islorai^w 
JiVK^' 190 lo II sii%k sliorl-tcrn^ slont^c nicdiiuu witlun 
1^ siiort-ttrni storage device 170 and exits vLi step 580 A 

In summary, while the system of the Sitka Patent does provide for a "database 
file .... describing clinical procedures of the patient medical data" of claim 1 , for example, 
the Sitka database file is not "on said one of said [archival] storage media" as also 
required by the claim. Instead, the Sitka Patent only teaches to place the database file on 
its 'archival server'. 

The placement of a database file on the archival storage media has advantages 
documented in the instant application: 
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Dk HM 5. pi V ^. I tc>,i->M s t xt, 1 i.d J, 
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siftotlfi^ k n, L s'V'-k t stfiwit t 1 Iki LN * k*fl». 
^to iL,4, 1 St >~ "ia» tN n Hi wh i-^ j ti i^ itt t pt rv i ^^ i^h-^s 
ki siitsL-viimx olii Uk.*! ^ L IE H ^Si,h u\tsi,Kdt.l li 
tht ..tni 1.4 t i1 fi. *i ihk I nui\ ^^t\<.s\vLii ^ 1 1 
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In summary, the claimed invention requires a database file on the archival 
medium, thereby allowing the DVD archival medium, for example, to be accessed on a 
different computer without a database transaction. Neither this feature nor its attendant 
advantages are found in the reference. 

Thus, withdrawal of the pending rejections is requested. 

Applicants believe that the present application is in condition for allowance. A 
Notice of Allowance is respectfully solicited. Should any questions arise, the Examiner 
is encouraged to contact the undersigned. 



Respectfully submitted. 



By /grant houston/ 
J. Grant Houston 
Registration No.: 35,900 
Tel.: 781 863 9991 
Fax: 781 863 9931 

Lexington, Massachusetts 02421 
Date: June 8, 2007 
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